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Aloha Strat Hond engraving ond
selectively anodised colouring gives the
alominium body o unique appearance.

Relic Stratocaster 1997 (below)
Custom Shop builer J. Black wos fold
haf o vintoge replca he'dspple
“Iooked too new”. Thisled to the idea
- for the expensive el series (Shat ad,
D sigh), brond new guits ot are gven
on aged ond dishessed vinfage look.

Catalogue 1996 (ight) Since if wos
establshed in 1987 Fender's Custom
Shop has done much to enhonce the
reputation of the modem Fender
operaton. The Shap fuls hree main
1ok fodoy. i, the Fener ustom
Shop an moke noepensespred one-
offs Second, it poduces mitedediion
tuns of speciol instruments such os the
‘Aloha Strat above. Thid, it provides
“fimited produchion” uns alongside
Fender's nomal factory production
(Relc St ond Nocoster, American
Clossic Strat and Tele, and s0 on).



ORE ACCUSTOMED

Moto Strat 1995 (ight) This
Custom Shop mited ediion s finshed
in plosfic pear subsfitute, or “mofo” -
short for “mother of foiet seat”.

Aloha Stratocaster one-off = 4
toma sraasster el Drears—Cotre-Trve

L. Englsh loves Hawaiian and deco
art, and was inflenced here by 19305
resonator guitars. “With the Aloha Siat
I wanted o go one step further,” he
explined. Ron Chacy engroved the
‘aluminium body, and colouring wos by
Peer Kelt using selective anodising.
Ater this oneoff,the Custom Shop
‘made o lmitededion rn of 153 Aoha
Stas with engraving but no colouring,
dedicoted to the memory of the great
Fender engineer Freddie Tovares.

Catalogue 1996 (lef) This shot
from the Custom Shop catologue
‘emphasises the Shap’s abilty fo fum o
quitarists fevered imaginafion info sofid
quitar decoration, whether it's a beac
encusted Native Americon art object or
o Flintstones Sitaf (o rock guitr fo join
Wilma's fobulous Stonesway piano).

73
American Clossic Telecaster ~ slig Amecan Sodats. Tre Tl

1995 (below) Americon Clossics are  adds fwo Texas Special Strat pickups to
Custom Shop versions of Fender's best- provide o mix of Shat and Tele fones.

Jimmy D’Aquisto (efi) The New
York guitor moker wos one of the finest
‘modem archiop builders. He started
warkingfor fop moker ohn
Dagelico i the eaty
19505, ond set up his oun
highly successful shop affer
D'Angelico’s death in 1964.
DAquisto died in 1995 while
vsitng Calfomi o supervise
production of his Fender models.
He was just 59, and widely
considered o be ot the peak of his
enfive poers.

D'Aquisto Deluxe 1997 (above) ot fistmade in Jopon
Jinmy D'kquiso (ight) begon s~ butn e recent yeas
olborton withFendern e 19805, bt atFencer's Custom
Avarty of modss fos opperd e, Shopin Cafomiv




